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October 29, 2009
Mr. Robert Webb
Allstate Insurance
555 Marriott Drive, Suite 850
Nashville, TN  37214

RE: 
Our Clients:  


John & Joe Doe


Allstate Insured:

Thomas Smith

Claim Number:

***********
Accident Date:

June 12, 2008
Dear Mr. Webb:

As you are aware, this firm has been retained by both John and Joe Doe regarding the injuries they have sustained in the above referenced accident.  We offer this letter as an explanation of our client’s injuries with the hope that we may reach an amicable and early settlement of this case.   


The accident occurred on June 12, 2008, at the intersection of Frayser-Raleigh Boulevard and New Haven Road in Memphis, Tennessee.  The Doe brothers were passengers in the back seat of an SUV driven by Mr. Thomas Smith.  John was seated in the middle back-seat and Joe was on his right, on the passenger side of the back-seat.  The SUV was headed north on New Haven and maneuvered into the “Left Turn Only” lane in anticipation of heading west on Frayser-Raleigh Boulevard.  Suddenly, and without warning, Mr. Smith made a sharp right turn, accelerated violently, and proceeded directly across two lanes of oncoming north bound traffic.  Since the light at the intersection was green as to northbound traffic, this traffic was moving at a high rate of speed.  Unable to stop, Ms. Andrea Johnson struck the passenger side or Mr. Smith’s SUV at a high rate of speed.

The impact was substantial enough that it caused Mr. Smith’s vehicle to spin backward through the intersection, and come to rest turned almost one-hundred and eighty degrees from its starting position.  All of the air bags, front and rear, deployed in Mr. Smith’s vehicle.  It is estimated that Ms. Johnson’s vehicle may have been traveling as fast as fifty miles per hour when Mr. Smith unexpectedly and unlawfully pulled in front of her.  For reasons that are still not known to anyone involved, Mr. Smith jumped out of his vehicle and fled the scene on foot before the police arrived.  Mr. Smith left the vehicle without checking on the physical condition of any of the occupants, which also included Mr. Clarence Bevins of Nashville and Ms. Glenda Hayes of Memphis.

The Doe brothers were taken to Methodist Hospital, as was every other occupant of Mr. Smith’s SUV.  Ms. Johnson, the driver of the car who struck the SUV, was thought to have a broken leg, and her car needed to be towed from the scene.

Upon admittance to Methodist Hospital, the brothers complained of pain in several different areas of their bodies: John complained of injuries to his head, neck and back while Joe complained of injuries to shoulders, neck and chest.  The hospital performed a series of x-rays and CT-scans.  Finding no traumatic injuries or serious internal injuries, the brothers were released to home and prescribed medication to deal with swelling and pain.  John was suffering from symptoms associated with whiplash and a thoracic sprain, while Joe also had whiplash injuries as well as lumbar and thoracic sprains.  

Due to the severity of the impact John and Joe suffered from stiffness and had difficulty with normal ambulation for several days following the accident.  At this point the brothers became concerned because they had shown no noticeable improvement in their condition and sought additional treatment and physical therapy with Southern Medical Treatment lasted nearly a month, and during this time both brothers missed time at work due to limited range of motion, pain, and stiffness and swelling.  The brothers also continued to take Lortab and Flexeril to assist with pain and range of motion

Enclosed herein please find the medical bills expenses associated with the Doe Brother’s injuries:
John Doe - Medical Specials and Lost Wages

●
Methodist Hospital

 


$ 2898.00

●
Southern Medical 




$ 2790.00
●
Ambulance Fee





$ 764.00
●
Lost Wages





$ 750.00



(1 week – Roach and Sons Home Improvement)

TOTAL







$ 7,202.00
Joe Doe - Medical Specials and Lost Wages

●
Methodist Hospital

 


$ 1638.00

●
Southern Medical



`
$ 2365.00
● 
Ambulance Fee





$ 764.00
●
Lost Wages





$ 400.00



(1 week – Skip Hobbs Company)

TOTAL 






$ 5167.00
It is undisputed that Mr. Smith’s gross negligence and/or recklessness was the sole and proximate cause of the injuries suffered by the Does.  This negligence caused the Doe brothers to amass significant medical bills and numerous serious injuries which have caused pain, suffering, reduced mobility, and lost wages.  Despite the fact that Mr. Smith was insured at the time of this accident, his grossly negligent and/or reckless driving which caused the accident, as well as fleeing the scene of an accident which he clearly caused, are especially egregious under the circumstances.  It is probable that a Memphis jury would agree that Mr. Smith’s driving was grossly negligent and/or reckless and therefore assess significant damages.  With that in mind it would seem that Allstate would have a desire to settle this matter before litigation is necessary.
Due to the amount of damages and lost wages it would seem appropriate to settle John’s case for $30,000 and Joe’s case for $21,500.  These amounts take into consideration all past, present, and future medical bills; lost wages; and pain and suffering.  It should be noted that the both John and Joe still experience soreness and reduced mobility in the affected areas and total recovery may never occur.  The amount of the damages, coupled with Mr. Smith’s grossly negligent and/or reckless driving, and complete indifference to the condition of the occupants of his vehicle, would seem to dictate a quick and complete settlement. 
Please call me with any questions or concerns.  I look forward to working with you.







Yours very truly, 








John Q. Lawyer
JQL/rds

Enclosures
____________________________________


